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Closing Campfire 
 
Of all the campfires of the Centenary Camp, last night's 
was the best as we saw it being presented the old traditional 
way. The campfire leader Mduduzi Mpofu, has a proven 
track record of conducting the most energetic campfires in 
the recent history of Gordon Park. The campfire opened 
with an action song “If you are happy and you know it” this 
was followed by the 8th Hillside Cub Pack with their songs 
which brought back good memories to older senior Scouts. 
 

The longest presentation record 
holders, Midlands, presented a short 
and sharp skit about dirty socks. 
The Zimbabwe Scouting Centenary 
Theme Song was performed by 
John FitzPatrick and Bravo KF Mu-
karo with everyone joining in. The 

Manicaland Provincial Commissioner, PC Chimbarara, as 
he is popularly known, then led an action song. 
 
The oldest Group in Zimbabwe, the 1st Pioneer Group, per-
formed a short skit about trained horses. The climax of the 
campfire was reached when William of Mashonaland per-
formed a traditional mbira song, Chemtengure. The per-
formance added to the fun and festivities as everyone 
joined in singing and dancing. 
 
The campfire was closed by 
RTS Primary School Group 
with a skit. Followed by a lam-
entation which was sent to the 
Lord with Bravo’s perform-
ance of the song Kumbaya My 
Lord before Edward closed 
with a word of prayer 

Mrs Roberts Bites the Mud! 
 
The Mashonaland Provincial Commissioner, Mrs 
Di Roberts, was knocked out yesterday during a 
mud wrestling fight. 

 
The base is one of the most popular with the 
Scouts and Cubs and only opened yesterday after 
lunch. Mrs Roberts inspired many senior Scouts 
who later joined in after her. This included the 
Rovers and Midlands Provincial Commissioner, 
Mr Zulu. 
 
The Cubs were treated to the great sight of their 
leaders rolling in the mud and wrestling with each 
other and other leaders. They also had the opportu-
nity to test their mud wrestling skills against their 
leaders. 



Hikers Face an Angry Rhino 
 
A set of hikers returned back to camp on Monday 
having been to Fort Usher on Sunday soon after the 
return of the first two groups of hikers who had 
done the same route. These hikers knew what they 
were going to go through from the information they 
had received from the earlier groups. 
 
The hike leaders, Eric and Colin, were the first to 
leave but were stuck in the dark soon after the Moth 
Shrine. They took a wrong turn and then had to con-
sult Edmore using their cellular phones. 
 
After receiving instructions they then proceeded and 
again soon at Nyumbane School they came across a 
rhino. The rhino became enraged and chased them. 
This caused the hiking group to split up only to 
meet again at Rotary Peak. The group arrived at 
Fort Usher at 01:30 in the morning. 

Activity Bases Continue to be Popular 
 

The activity bases continued to keep 
everyone in camp busy. In particu-
lar, the Escape Hatch and Re-entry 
bases. Space invaders saw a number 
of accidents as the carts rolled down 
the hill in front of the Leask. 
 

The Pancakes and Flight Food bases also kept busy with many trying their 
cooking skills and enjoying the pancakes and jam. Camp chores including 
peeling potatoes and cooking meals for contingents of up to 30 people also 
kept everyone busy and occupied. 

And So It All Comes to a Happy End …. 
 

The official closing ceremony of the Zimbabwe Cen-
tenary Scout Camp was held today on the Skipper 
Knapman Training Ground. The proceedings started 
with the Scouts sitting forming the words Zimbabwe 
Scouts 100 on the parade ground. Everyone then gath-
ered at the campfire circle where the Cubs performed a 
special skit led by Ms Rosemary Moody. Which in-
cluded a reading by Mr Ken Nortje of the final mes-
sage from Lord Baden Powell. The final parade formed 
and a tree planting ceremony took place. All the Prov-
inces were represented in the planting of the Indaba 
Tree or Papia capensis. A presentation of a prize to the best artist was followed by a presentation of 
a small token of appreciation to Mr Norman Scott for all he has done for the Centenary Camp. The 
flags were lowered and the parade finally closed.  


